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The version of the OS used in this test was NetWare 6.0 with
service pack 3 – the service pack being the usual several
hundred megabytes in size. Installation of the patch failed to
produce any problems, resulting in a patched and running
server within minutes of beginning the process. With this
promising start, the outlook seemed brighter and test sets
and products could be considered.

The test set used was derived from the May 2003 WildList
and, as expected, there were a large number of new worms
to add to the collection. Inspection of these during
replication led to the conclusion that none of the newcomers
were destined to be tricky to detect – non-polymorphic
worms not being the most challenging files for a scanning
engine. At this stage the review looked set for a bumper crop
of VB 100 % awards.

As for the products submitted for the review, there were a
total of 11. In last year’s NetWare review (see VB, August
2002, p.17) only nine products were on offer, so where do
the differences lie? Out of the running is the now doomed
RAV for NetWare, shelved after GeCAD’s takeover by

Microsoft. This left three new
arrivals, which were products
from Symantec, Command
and Computer Associates’
US-based division. These
products certainly existed at the
time of last year’s review, but
were not available in a tested
form for NetWare 6.

Technical Details

Test environment: Server: 1.6 GHz Intel Pentium 4 workstation
with 512 MB RAM, 20 GB dual hard disks, DVD/CD-ROM and
3.5-inch floppy, running NetWare 6 Service Pack 3.

Workstation: 1.6 GHz Intel Pentium 4 workstation with 512 MB
RAM, 20 GB dual hard disks, DVD/CD-ROM and 3.5-inch
floppy, running Windows NT 4 Service Pack 6.

Network: 100 Mbit ethernet.

Virus test sets: Complete listings of the test sets used are at
http://www.virusbtn.com/Comparatives/NetWare/2003/
test_sets.html. A complete description of the results calculation
protocol is at http://www.virusbtn.com/Comparatives/Win95/
199801/protocol.html.
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